
This is the 35th edition of the LA CROSSE COUNTY ECONOWATCH that has been published periodically
since September of 1995. The ECONWATCH is published by the La Crosse County Economic Development

Fund, an economic development organization established by the County Board to assist in undertaking
economic development activities. The report is a compilation of the various economic indicators scattered
among various organizations and agencies that shed light on the social and economic situations that we
face today.  By downsizing the volumes of data available for each of the economic indicators and tailoring
the data to La Crosse County we hope we have developed a useful stream lined report that can be used

as a benchmark to chart our progress through time. Exposing and publicizing our problems and
successes in their early stages when they can be most success fully dealt with or capitalized on is another
benefit we hope to gain through the timely release of the ECONOWATCH. We also hope this information
will help both private and public officials in making better informed decisions regarding service delivery

and investments that will lead to an improved quality of life. The ECONOWATCH is also designed to
provide the latest economic information that business and industry so often need and request when

analyzing their potential for expansion here.

LA CROSSE COUNTY 
ECONOWATCH
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The ECONOWATCH is published annually and can be accessed via the Internet at Web site: http://www.co.la-crosse.
wi.us/economicdevelopment   If you have any questions, concerns, or  ideas on how this report can be more responsive to our     economic needs,

please contact any of the following: Charlie Handy, County Planner at 608.785.5919 | chandy@lacrossecounty.org;   Karl Green, Community
Development Educator, UW-Extension at 608.785.9763 |  karl.green@wisc.edu or  David Bonifas,    Director, Mississippi River Regional Planning

Commission at 608.785.9396 | dave@mrrpc.com



Paycheck Protection
Program

The PPP Program has made a definite
impact in counties surrounding and
including La Crosse County.   As of
July, over 5,000 PPP loans were issued
to the nine county region included in
the Mississippi River Regional
Planning Commission.   These loans
provided income continuation for
53,037 workers in the nine county
region alone.
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Unemployment Rates

Graph 1 reviews historical
unemployment rates for La Crosse
County (Heavy Red Line) and other
similar Wisconsin urban counties. 
As illustrated, La Crosse County
historically ranks as lowest overall
unemployment consecutively over
time since 2007.   Additionally, the
Great Recession of 2008-2010 had
lower unemployment rates than
what is currently being
experienced   throughout most of
Wisconsin.   This is true for La
Crosse County, which saw the
greatest spike in unemployment
rates during the month of April. 
July 2020 unemployment rates for
La Crosse County are comparable to
the Great Recession peak
unemployment rates (8.5 and 9.2
respectively)

Graph 1

Enplanements at LSE
(Non-Military)

Graph 2 illustrates the volume of
plane traffic at the La Crosse
Regional Airport, with each month
illustrated by varying shades of
blue.  As illustrated, plane travel
(business travel) into and out of the
La Crosse Regional Airport has
decreased significantly due to travel
restrictions and stay at home orders
resulting from the COVID epidemic. 
It is also noted, the time ranges are
annual numbers five-years apart,
with the last five years
illustrated annually.   Some change
in overall flights may be due to
technological changes such as
internet connectivity and capacity
which significantly changed
between 2000 and 2019.
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La Crosse County Sales Tax Revenue 
Table 2 represents sales tax revenues that illustrate significant fluctuations between 2019 and 2020 respective months, however changes
between 2019 and 2020 show net gains through the end of July for every County compared here except Eau Claire County.  COVID closures
and impacts seems to be most pronounced for compared Counties in May and June 2020.  July 2020 values appear to “bounce back” for nearly
every comparable County with the exception of Eau Claire.
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Airport Rental Car Contracts - LSE
Graph 3 also reflects changes to travel patterns between 2019 and 2020, indicated by car rental volumes. These volumes began experiencing
impacts in March, with the most significant drop in April, followed by May and June.

Graph 3
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La Crosse County Jobs

Graph 6 represents the total number of jobs in La Crosse County which pay lower than the $36,456 mean annual wage (half the United
Way 2018 Survival Budgets) – illustrating jobs that, unless paired with a significantly higher paying job in a family, would not support a
family of four.   Jobs paying below the family supporting wage represent 30,210 (49%) of La Crosse County jobs listed through the
Occupational Employment Statistics.

Graph 6

Graph 5

La Crosse County Employment Statistics
Graph 5 illustrates La Crosse County Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) data for 2019.  This data set lists the top 50 jobs by volume in La

Crosse County, with the number of jobs in the various job categories on the left Y-axis, and the Mean Annual Wage represented on the right-

hand side of the Y-Axis.   The horizontal lines in red represent United Way ALICE (Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed) data from

2018.  The point of this graph is to illustrate the most prolific jobs in La Crosse County and what the mean annual wage for each is compared to

living expenses for a family of 4.  A single income family of 4 would need a job earning $72,912 in order to meet the survival budget cost of living

(essentially no savings and living paycheck to paycheck).  If the family had two income earners, they would need to earn above the lower red line

representing $36,456 (half of $72,912).  This graph thus helps illustrate which jobs in La Crosse County would pay a wage capable of supporting

families living paycheck to paycheck.  La Crosse’s 50 top jobs represents 39,380 jobs of the 61,620 (approximately 64%) jobs reported in La Crosse

County (note some positions are suppressed by the OES).



La Crosse County Jobs

Graph 8 represents La Crosse County jobs with a mean annual wage greater than $72,916.  The number of jobs paying above the family of four
survival budget wage represents 5,560 jobs, or 9% of the total volume of jobs listed by the Occupational Employment Statistics for La Crosse
County.

Graph 8

La Crosse County Jobs

Graph 7 represents all the La Crosse County Jobs (22,580) paying between $36,456 and $72,912 mean annual wage.   Jobs paying below the

family supporting wage represent approximately 37% of La Crosse County jobs listed through the

Occupational Employment Statistics.
Graph 7
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