
 LA CROSSE COUNTY NOTICE OF MEETING 

COMMITTEE OR BOARD: PUBLIC WORKS AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 

DATE OF MEETING: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2023 

MEETING PLACE: Administrative Center, Room 1107 
Click here to join the meeting 

TIME OF MEETING: 4:30 P.M. 
 1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 2. Public Comment **Please see below on how to sign up for making public comment** 
 3. Approve PWI Minutes of January 9, 2023 
 4. Consent Agenda (Informational): NONE  
 5. Conference/Meeting Report 
 6. Speed Limit on CTH B by Northwoods School 
 7. Approval of the Guard Beam Bid 
 8. Approval of the WisDOT Discretionary Maintenance Agreement (DMA) for Bridge Sealing 
 9. Approval of a Milling, Reclaiming and Stabilization Rate Bid 
10. Resolution RE: Authorization for Outdoor Motorized Recreation Trail Aids Grant 
11. Approval of La Crosse Half Marathon Starting at Veterans Memorial Park on May 6, 2023 
12. Future Agenda Items: 

a. Discussion on the use of County Roads as ATV Trails 
b. Overview of Metropolitan Planning Organization 

13. Adjourn 
  
NEWS MEDIA 
La Crosse Tribune 
Other Media 

DEPARTMENTS/STAFF 
County Board Chair 
County Administrator 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Pam Viner, Chair 
Ralph Geary 

OTHERS:  County Clerk Steve Doyle 
Email:  Facilities Dan Hesse 
Lanae Nickelotti  Matt Nikolay 
Megan DeVore  
Jackie Eastwood 
Larry Hougom 
Gary Hougom 
Maureen Freedland 
 

Email:   
Jadd Stilwell     
Ryan Westpfahl 
Joe Langeberg 
Keith Back 
Mary Kaufmann 
Bryan Jostad 

Dennis Jacobsen 
Jack Pogreba 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  If unable to attend, call the County Clerk’s Office at 785-9581. 
**PUBLIC COMMENT:  Individuals may make a public comment in person or virtually.  For individuals 
intending on making a virtual public comment, please register at least 24-hours in advance by 
emailing publiccomment@lacrossecounty.org or leave a message at 785-9700.  Please include your 
name and email address you will be using to connect with the committee, along with the name of the 
committee you would like to provide a public comment. 
The Committee may receive information from the public, but the Committee reserves the right to limit 
the time that the public may comment and the degree to which members of the public may participate 
in the meeting. 
 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES:  If you need accommodations to attend this meeting, please call the 
County Clerk’s Office at 785-9581 ASAP. 
 
DATE NOTICE FAXED/MAILED/POSTED: February 2, 2023 

This meeting may be recorded, and any such recording is subject to Disclosure under the 
Wisconsin Open Records Law  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MzljMWQxYTgtYWQxNi00ZmQ5LTgzNTAtMGNkNDE2YzgxNWVh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2290642ce5-3c11-4728-aa2d-fc5917738a93%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22acfa19f8-202b-4949-b6b2-75a3e4abf42a%22%7d
mailto:publiccomment@lacrossecounty.org


PUBLIC WORKS AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 
Monday, January 9, 2023 
Room 1107, County Board Room 
4:30 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Pam Viner, Ralph Geary, Dennis Jacobsen, Matt Nikolay, 

Steve Doyle, Jack Pogreba 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Dan Hesse 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Pam Viner called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  NONE 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 5, 2022 
MOTION by Geary/Pogreba to approve the minutes of the December 5, 2022, PWI 
Committee Meeting.  Motion carried unanimously with one excused - Hesse. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (INFORMATIONAL): NONE 
 
CONFERENCE/MEETING REPORT: NONE 
 
APPROVE PROPOSAL TO MAINTAIN AN ICE-SKATING TRAIL ON LAKE NESHONOC 
ORA Trails would like to propose maintaining an ice-skating trail on Lake Neshonoc.  The 
trail would be slightly over 1 mile (1.2 miles) with access points at the Swarthout Park boat 
landing and the Neshonoc Lake south boat landing.  Any snow berms or piles created will be 
smoothed or moved to shore upon completion of trail clearing to prevent solidification of ice 
mounds or berms that may interfere with other motorized traffic.  The Facilities Director 
recommends approval.  MOTION by Pogreba/Nikolay to approve.  Motion carried 
unanimously with one excused - Hesse. 
 
APPROVE RIGHT OF WAY ACQUISITION CONTRACT FOR CTH XX ROADWAY 
CONSTRUCTION 
This is a contract for acquiring the land necessary to reconstruct CTH XX from OT to STH 
35.  The acquisition consulting firm is MSA out of Baraboo and the contract cost is 
$380,705.  The Highway Commissioner recommends approval.  MOTION by 
Nikolay/Pogreba to approve.  Motion carried unanimously with one excused - Hesse.   
 
APPROVE ROADWAY DESIGN CONTRACT FOR CTH M (CTH I TO BRIDGE) 
This is a contract for the design project of CTH M in the towns of Barre and Greenfield.  The 
funding for this contract was designated in Resolution #59-3/22, that was approved in 
March 2022.  The consulting firm is CBS^2 out of La Crosse/Eau Claire and the contract cost 
is $485,830.80.  The Highway Commissioner recommends approval.  MOTION by 
Jacobsen/Pogreba to approve.  Motion carried unanimously with one excused - Hesse. 
 
HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION – LONG TERM FUNDING NEEDS/PLAN TO MAINTAIN 
ROADS (Presentation) 
Discussion ensued. 
 

 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:  February 6, 2023 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 

a) Speed limit on County Road B 
b) ATV trails on county roads 
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PUBLIC WORKS AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 
Monday, January 9, 2023 
Page Two 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  MOTION by Pogreba/Geary to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously 
with one excused - Hesse. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:32 p.m.  

 

Disclaimer:  The above minutes may be approved, amended, or corrected at the next 

committee meeting.  Carrie Kneifl, Recorder 
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO: PUBLIC WORKS AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMTTEE 

FROM: JOE LANGEBERG 

SUBJECT: FEBUARY 2023 MEETING EXPLANATION 

DATE: 2/1/2023 

CC: JANE KLEKAMP, FILE 

 Speed Limit discussion – Northwoods School is located on County Road B within the municipal 
boundary of the City of La Crosse.  If this Committee would like to move forward with changing the 
County Traffic Code speed limit ordinance from 35 mph to 25 mph for this section of CTH B there are 2 
options per Wisconsin Department of Transportation and State Statutes. 

o  Option one ‐ The City of La Crosse can submit a request for the change and submit a Traffic 
and Engineering Study.  (The Village of Holmen did this on CTH SN back in 2021) 

o Option Two – The County can hire an Engineering Firm to complete a Traffic and Engineering 
Study. 
 

 Approval of a Guard Beam Bid.   This bid is for the material to complete guard beam upgrades on our 
three recondition projects and to complete accident repairs on existing guard beam installations. The 
bid was advertised and set to four known suppliers.  We received 2 bids.  The low bid, that met our 
specifications, was Hwy Construction Products out of Spring Valley, WI for $240,525.84. I recommend 
approval. 
 

 Approval of the WisDOT Discretionary Maintenance Agreement for Bridge Sealing – WisDOT is 
offering us a $22,000 Discretionary Maintenance Agreement to provide traffic control and seal 13 
bridge decks.  This is a revenue contract for the Highway Department, I recommend approval. 

 

 Approval of a Milling, Reclaiming and Stabilization Rate Bid.   This bid is for subcontractor work on 
County roadway projects.  The work is bid by the square yard for milling and by the mile for reclaiming 
and stabilizing.  We had 3 contractors’ supply rates for the 2023.  A summary of the rates, per type of 
work by contractors, can be found at the bottom of the materials sheet.  Currently we have no 
stabilizing or milling scheduled, but we do have 7.41 miles of reclaiming planned as shown on the 2023 
CIP.  I recommend approval. 
 

Thank you for your time and continued support for Highway Department operations. 

Joseph Langeberg, PE 
Highway Commissioner 
 
Keith Back 
Assistant Commissioner 
 
Jay Anderson 
Highway Engineer 
 

Sid Moen 
Patrol Superintendent 

 
Tim Hammes 

Patrol Superintendent 
 

Catherine Tschumper 
Shop Superintendent 

Highway Department 
301 Carlson Road ~ West Salem, Wisconsin 54669-9332 

(608) 786-3810           Fax (608) 786-3816 
www.lacrossecounty.org 
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School Muncipilalty CTH Posted mph School sign Warning Sign

Northwoods City of La Crosse B 35 15mph When Children Present

Summit Elementary Town of Campbell BW 25 15mph When Children Present

Sandlake Elementary City of Onlaska SN 35 15mph When Children Present

Evergreen elementary Village of Holmen V 25 15mph When Children Present

Holmen High School Village of Holmen MH 35 15mph When Children Present Radar Sign

Prairie View Elementary Village of Holmen HD 55 45 When Children are Present

School Signs 1/31/2023
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Setting Appropriate Speed Limits on 
Wisconsin’s State Highways 

Why Speed Limits? 
The setting of speed limits is fundamentally influenced by basic principles of human behavior.  Research and 
experience have shown that effective speed limits are those that the majority of motorists will naturally and 
instinctively drive.  Traffic laws that reflect the behavior of the majority of motorists are found to be the most 
successful. 

Common Misconceptions 

•	 Lowering the posted speed limit will slow down the traffic 
•	 Lowering the posted speed limit will increase safety and decrease the number of crashes 
•	 Raising the posted speed limit will increase the speed of traffic 
•	 Drivers will always travel at 5 mph over the speed limit which is posted 

What factors are considered when setting a speed limit? 

Nationally, the most recognized practice is to post the speed limit as near as practical to the speed at which 
85% of the drivers are traveling. Most people choose a reasonable speed in which they feel comfortable and 
safe. Traffic engineers consider the 85th percentile speed to help determine the posted speed limit. 

The 85th percentile speed may be adjusted based on the following factors if they significantly impact roadway 
characteristics or safety: 
•	 Crash history • Pedestrians and pedestrian crossings 
•	 Roadway geometrics • Adjacent development 
•	 Parking • Traffic engineering judgment 

What a rational speed limit does: 

•	 Encourage compliance from the majority of drivers 
•	 Provide a clear reminder of the maximum reasonable speed under ideal conditions. When conditions 

change, drivers must reduce their speed accordingly 
•	 Serve as an effective tool for law enforcement 
•	 Minimize public antagonism toward law enforcement agencies which results from enforcement of 

artificially low speed limits 
•	 Provide a smooth and orderly flow of traffic to prevent crashes 

What is the relationship between vehicle speed and crashes? 

Roadways are safest when the majority of vehicles are traveling at about the same speed. Studies have shown 
that crash rates are at their lowest when traffic is travelling at or near the 85th percentile speed. Injury and fatality 
crashes are highest for motorists traveling at speeds much higher or lower than the 85th percentile speed or 
current flow of traffic. 

Variation of speed within the traffic stream creates more conflicts and passing maneuvers, which in turn lead to 
more crashes. 

Why not post a lower speed limit and have the police enforce it? 

This theory is only effective when law enforcement is present.  The availability of police officers is limited for 
speed enforcement on a consistent basis. If unreasonably low speed limits are posted and not vigorously 
enforced, there will be varying speeds of traffic which will increase the potential for crashes. In general, setting 
unreasonable speed limits will also lead to a disregard to speed limits. 
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ArcGIS Web Map

La Crosse County

Municipal Boundaries Labels

Municipality Limits

Parcels

Owner Label

County_Roadways

County

Municipal

Streams

Stream Labels

1/9/2023, 6:53:11 AM
0 0.06 0.110.03 mi

0 0.09 0.170.04 km

1:4,514

Web AppBuilder for ArcGIS
Representative Fraction (RF) or Natural Scale: 1:1200 (this is the same as 1/1200) The RF says that 1 of any measurement on the map equals 1200 of the same measurement on the original surface; for this example 1-inch on the map equals 1200 inches or 100 feet
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January 27, 2023

To Whom it May Concern,

On Saturday May 6th, 2023 we are hoping to gain access to the Veterans Memorial Park to allow for the
La Crosse Half Marathon to run through the park as part of the race course. The current plan is for our
race to start at Greene park in West Salem and run via the La Crosse River State Trail back to Riverside
Park in La Crosse. The Half Marathon will start at 7:00 A.M. The section of the race that includes
Veteran’s Memorial occurs early in the race. Runners will be entering shortly after the start and should be
out of the park before 8:00 A.M. A map detailing the route through the park can be found below.

Prior to the race start, race staff/ volunteers plan to have course markings including cones to ensure safety
of all participants as the run along County VP. A full road closure will not be necessary. However, we will
coordinate with La Crosse county and West Salem law enforcement as needed. They will be notified prior
to the event to ensure any needed staff are present.  Course set up including the placing of cones and small
signs directing traffic may begin as early as 5:00AM. Once the final runner is through those volunteers
will aid in tearing down those cones/ race markings. This should be started and completed before
8:00AM.

Access to the campground and shelter rentals will remain open. During the high volume period of
approximately 7:00AM-7:30AM runners will have a right of way, but through the use of cones a running
lane will be designated. Volunteers will aid in directing any traffic to avoid major conflicts. As we hope to
be cleaned up by 8:00am and park shelters open at 8am we do not anticipate many conflicts. Spectators
will be asked to not be present in the park to limit any extra volume.

The City of La Crosse and the River City Running Club will have insurance policies to cover liability of
this event.
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In the event of flooding, alternate routes are currently being researched to ensure the event can still be
held.

COVID-19 Action Plan:
In the event of race cancellation due to a surge in COVID-19 cases we anticipate to cancel and refund a
large majority of race fees for all participants.
At this time volunteers will be requested to wear face coverings if not vaccinated. All volunteers and
participants that feel ill will be asked to stay home, and if any positive cases are confirmed all close
contacts will be notified.

Thank you for your consideration,

Michael Borst
La Crosse Marathon/ Half Marathon Race Director
info@lacrossemarathon.com
414-651-7215

mailto:info@grandadsmarathon.com
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